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HO” it be true, as the Title Page declares, that the 
following Sermon comes abroad at the Inſtance of 
ſome Friends, (without which there was not the re- 
moteſt Intention to publiſh it) yet the worthy Author 
thinks proper to acquaint the World, that he means to 


make no other Advantage of this Circumſtance, than to 


guard againſt the Raſhneſs and Impertinence of thoſe, 
who might otherwiſe accuſe him of Forwardneſs to ſhew 
himſelf in Print. But as to any thing that may happen 


0 be exceptionable in the Sermon itſelf, that, he deſires, 


may be imputed ſolely to him, and not to his Friends; 
rightly judging, that what might eaſily eſcape them in 
hearing, ought not to have eſcaped him in reviſing, and 
preparing for publick View; and that it is as common, 
in Caſes of $þis Nature, for Friends to be too candid and 
tender, as N is for others to be too ſevere and critical. 
*Tis hoped, however, there is nothing in this Di. 
courſe, of which either the Author or his Friends 
will have Cauſe to be aſhamed. For my own Part, 


I am not afraid to own, I was one of thoſe who de- 


fired the Publication of it. I heard it with Pleaſure, 
and took it for granted I ſhould read it with more. I 
#hought it a very fit and ſeaſonable Admonition to us 
all; and am ſtill of Opinion, that the Dignity of the 
ſacred Miniſtry can never be retrieved, nor its Credit 
and Uſefulneſs ſupported, but by attending to the lau- 
dable and important Things recommended in it. 

Some, perhaps, may think it bears too bard upon the 
ignorant and vicious Part of the Clergy, and may poſſibly 
give Encouragement to ſome to behave towards them 


after a diſreſpectful and unbecoming Manner. But why 


ſhould any be in Pain for ſuch Men? Is any Reſpect due 
to them? Are they not the Diſgrace of their Order, andis 


it not thro* them that Religion itſelf ſuffers, and is daily 


expoſed to the Scoffs and Sneers of witling Deiſts and 
Tnfidels 2 Why then ſhould we be afraid of ſeeing them 
abhorred, who cauſe the very Offering of the Lord — 
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be abhorred ; and bring even Virtue itſelf into Con- 
Yempt. For my Part, I freely declare, that I have no 
other Concern about theſe Men, but what reſpects their 
Reformation. The ſcandalous among the Clergy, are 
certainly, of all Men, the moſt ſcandalous, and tan 
ſearce be treated with too little Ceremony. An igno- 
rant, prophane, or bigotted Prieſt, is one of the moſt 
deſpicable Creatures in God's World, and his Cloth, 
as the Phraſe is, is ſo far from being his Protection or 
Apology for his Miſdemeanours, that it certainly ag- 
gravates his Guilt, and rarely fails do expoſe him to 
greater and more juſt Contempt. 

T expect to be told, that, bad as he is, he may preach 
good and wholeſome Doctrine. Yes, ſo he may; and, 
for ought I know, ſo may the Devil himſelf ; for, it 
ſeems, he can turn himſelf into an Angel of Light, and, 
upon Occaſions, can quote the S „ e and argue 
from them : But who, for all that, would chooſe him 
for his Teacher ? Avaritiam acculare poteſt & latro, 
ſaid one of thoſe venerable Men we call Fathers *. 
But he muſt not only ſpeak what he does not believe, 
but all he ſays muſt come from him with an ill Grace; 
and all that know his Character muſt deſpiſe him in their 
Hearts, and hear him with Prejudice, 

Have ſometimes wonder d that Chryſoſtom, a 
Man of ſingular Piety, and one of the moſt eloquent 
Preachers of his Time, ſhould be ſo reſpectful to the 
looſer Clergy, as, in ſeveral of his Homilies, to cau- 
tion the People againſt deſpiſing them for their Wicked- 
meſs For, ſuppoſing their Offences publick, and of the 
groſſer fort, (which; -I take it; wasthe Caſes) the Con- 
tempt cautioned againſt was not only juſt but unavoid- 
able.-- -He never indeed omits to put theſe Wretches in 
mind of the Dignity and Deſign of their Calling; and, 
with his uſual Spirit and Elegancy, to ſet forth the 
Obligations they were under to Sanctity and. Strictneſs 
of Life; repreſenting it as a woful Proſtitution of _ 
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Character, to abandon'themſeves to Eaſe and Pleaſure 
and worldly Fairs, to the Neglect of the Duties of 
their Office : But yet he as often tells the People, they 
ſhould not ſhun hearing them, provided their Doctrine 
was found'; and that the ill Examples of their Lives 
ſhould not offend them againſt their Inſtructious: For, 
ſays he, God may employ wicked Men, as he did 
Judas and Balaam, in his own Work, ---- But what 
does all this tend to, but to make Men believe they muſs 
zent at the Wickedneſs of their Teachers, and ſtill re- 
verence them as the Miniſters. of Chriſt, tho all their 
other Condut? ſhews they. are a the J. nieneh of another 
Maſter. 

But. the moſt remarkable 5h extravagant Inſtance 
of Connivance at the Vices of the Clergy, is Theodo- 
ret's Story of Conſtantine the Great, at the Syned of 
Nice, Complaints being made to bim againſt certain 
Biſhops and Miniſters, on account of their Immorali- 
ties, the good Emperor would not ſo much as ſuffer 


the Libels, that contain'd them, to be read; but, ty- 


ing them up in a Bundle, clapped his own $8 ener upon 
them, and ordered them to be ſafely kept. Aſſoon as 
the Buſineſs of the Synod was over, he called for the 
Papers, and firſt taking an Oath that he knew not 4 

Tittle of what was in them, committed them to the 
Flames before their Eyes; declaring, That the Crimes 
of Prieſts ſhould not be divulged, leſt the Publica- 
tion of them ſhould embolden others to be as wicked 


as themſelves. To which, tis ſaid, he adged, That. 
— 


it he ſaw a Biſhop in the very Act of 
he would caſt 
his Purple over him, that no body elſe might be 
Witneſs to the ſhameleſs Action. ' Superabundantly 
tender ! - T muſt conſeſs; but whether to reckon it among 
he Virtues or Weakneſſes of this great Man, 4 leave 
to the Baue Some, 1 doubt not. would give it the 
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pompous Name of Charity: But, if Charity muft be 
the Name of it, one cannot forbear ſaying, with ſome 
 Amazement, O Emperor, great is thy Charity ! Such 
Connivance, the vicious will always be glad of, becauſe 
they need it : But whether it be conſiſtent with the In- 
tereſt of Religion and good Diſcipline, 1s no hard Mat- 
ter to determine. I add, that if the Clergy behave ſo 
as to need fuch Indulgence, I think the World would 
be better without them than with them. 
Fit be urged, that our Saviour commanded even his 
own Diſciples to attend the publick Teaching of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, notwithſtanding he knew them 
to be, to the laſt Degree, corrupt, both in Doctrine 
and Morals d. I anſwer, whoever will. confider our 
Saviour*s whole Diſcourſe, and what he ſays of theſe 
very Men elſewhere, will eafily ſee, that nething was 
farther from his Defign, than that his Diſciples fhould 
look upon them as ſafe Guides. Does be not bid them 
beware of the Leaven, i. e. the Doctrine of the 
Phariſees? Does he not ſay, that they taught for 
Doctrines the Commandments of Men, and rendered 
the Law of God of none Effect by their Traditions? 
And, in this very Chapter, how many Woes does he de- 
nounce againſt them; and how often does he call them 
Hypocrites, Fools, and blind Guides; telling them, 
that they ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt 
others, and proftituted Religion to ſerve their worldly 
Defigns 2 Nay worſe, they made thoſe, whom they had 
laben infinite Pains ta proſolyte to their Religion, two- 
fold more the Children of Hell than themſelves. 
 Heow far it may pleafe-Gotto ſucceed the Mimſtra- 
tion of ſuch Men, er whether at all, is, at beſt, very 
acubtful. Thus much, however, is certain, that they 
are very improper Perſons for jo holy a Function; 
very unfit to have the Charge of Souls, or to bring Ke- 
ligion into repute: For, what Concern can be be ſup- 
poſed to bave about the Virtue of others, who has none 
Him- 
& Matth. xxiii. | 
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himſelf ? Or, what Care will he take of the Souls of 
his Flock, who takes none of his own? He may. ſay, 
and indeed, the very Nature of his Office will oblige 
him often to ſay many Things in favour of religious 
Practice; but they who know the Man, muſt. hear him 
juſt as they weuld hear a Ruſtic on the Subject of Po- 
liteneſs, or « Coward recommending Courage; that is, 
evith Diſguſt : Beſides, having no true Rehſh himſelf, 
of that which it is his daily Buſineſs to inculcate on 


others, no ſeitled. Perſuaſion of. the Importance and 


Neceſſity of a religious Life, all his Performances muſt 
be jejune and flat, and quite devoid of that Life and 
Earneſtneſs, which naturally ſpring from a Heart deeply 
concern d to make God's reaſonable Creatures wiſer, and 
better, and happier , and the ſacred Offices he engages 
in will be a Burden, rather than a Pleaſure to him; 
an irkſome Talk, which the Neceſſity of a Mainte- 
nance impoſes, rather than a chearful Service prin- 
cipally defign'd, and purpoſely undertaken to promote 
the noble Ends of. Chriſtianity.---- But theſe Things are 
ſo well urged in the following Sermon, that it <wouid 
be needleſs to repeat them here. 
After all, it may be proper to declare, . there is not 
the leaſt Intention to inſinuatèe any thing to the Diſad- 
vantage of Miniſters in general. I is allowed, that 
ſo far as they diſcharge their Office with Faithfulneſs, 
they are a very uſeful Body of Men, ang can ſcarce 
be too much encouraged or reſpetted : Nor ſhould the 
World be too ſevere in cenſuring their Conduct, tho” 
they are not always above the Infirmities of Men, nor 
even the Imputation, ſometimes, of what may properly 
be called Faults. We look in vain for perfect Cha- 
rafters here below: The very Teachers of Virtue 
themſelves come ſhort of their own Rules; and I believe 
it would not be an Exceſs of Modeſty, even in the beſt 
of them, to own with the humble Warrs, I often 
* ftand corrected in my own Diſcourſes.”*---- If there- 
fore, being, in other reſpects, qualified, they _— in- 
Hen 
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affenſroe and regular, they may be borne with; and if 
conſpicuouſly good and exemplary, they are worthy of 
double Honour. 

Horve ver, let me beg of all mor to. be too haſty: in 
taking up Prejudices againſt them; at leaſt, to do them 
this Piece of common Fuſtice, never to reproach them 
without Reaſon' and Evidence, never to condemn 
them by the Lump, nor to impute to the whole Order 
tbe Faults and Miſcarriages of a diſgraceful few. Let 
every Man bear his own Burden. Let not the real or 
pretended Faults of Individuals be charged upon the 
Whole. Exceptions there are; and they ought to be 
made. He that deals not thus with them, acts an un- 
righteous Part; and, I add, a very weak and ſimple 
Part: For, according to the fame Method of proceed- 
ing, lis an eaſy Matter to prove him either Knave or 
Fool, or any thing one likes. It is but to ſhew there 
are ſuch Characters in his Profeſſion, and the Work is 
done. 

This Sermon, T oube net, will meet with the Ae 
ceptance 1t deſerves. It is dedicated to Religion and 
Virtue; and addreſſed particularly to thoſe, whoſe pe 
tuliar Office it is to ſerve in the Cauſe of Virtue. = 
is the Compoſition of one, who has juſtly acquired a 
confiderable Reputation, as a Preacher, and whoſe 
Probity and good Senſe recommend bim to the E. 
ſteem of nam. Þ verily believe the Intereſt of Re- 
 Hgion lies near his Heart, and that it would be bis 
greateſt Pleaſure to ſee its Power and Influence more 
extenſrve. If what is bere publiſhed conduces to this 
good Purpoſe, the Author will have his End; and it 
will give him no great Uneafineſs to hear the irvidious 
and ill-natur'd Refietions 2 MEAN AND NARROW 
SPIRITS. : 


Durnan, Sept. 26; * " O. WALK ER. 
1743. ds 
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ROMAN ii. 21. 
Thou therefore which teacheſt another, teacheſt 
thou not thyſelf 2 —- | 


FATSXEMONG all the Soleciſms in the Mo- 


A ral World, none is more groſs than 
Ac an immoral Teacher. A Preacher 
WM, of Virtue, a Practiſer of Vice] No 


Character more odious in the Sight 


Sof God; noCharacter more juſtly de- 

teſted by good Men. Nothing has a 
more malignant Influence on Religion, to bring it into 
Contempt, and to hinder the Progreſs of it. This 
appears ſufficiently evident from the vicious Teachers 
among the Fews ; particularly in the Inſtance of Z's 
Sons. The Sin of the young Men was very great be- 
fore the Lord; for, on account of it, Men abborred 
the Offering ef the Lord. To ſuch Teachers the 
Apoſtle, in my Text, dire&s himſelf ; reproaching 


them with the monſtrous Abſurdity of their Conduct. 


Their Practice was utterly inconſiſtent with their 
Profeſſion. In Words they : pleaded for Virtue ; in 
Merk's they were Advocates for Vice! They preſſed 


A Religion 


® 1 Sam, ii. 17] 
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Religion on others, while they themſelves were open- 
ly prophane, and ſcandalouſly wicked. 
And, was this the Fault of the Jewiſh Rabbies 
only? Is the Chriſtias Prieſthood clear in this Mat- 
ter? Have there not been, are there not ſtill, ſome 
bad Men in the ſacred Office ? Alas! the Force of 
Truth, and the ſad Experience of former Ages, will 
extort a Confeſſion. They were not the Fewrſp . 
| $cribes alone, whoſe Works were inconſiſtent with 
their Doctrine. They were not the Heathen Mora- 
liſts only, who taught one thing, and lived another. 
Too many Preachers of the Goſpel help to keep 
them in Countenance; while their private Life is a 
Contradiction to their publick Leſſons. Nay, muſt 
not even the beſt of us bluſn, and acknowledge our 
Defects, that we have not lived up to the Purity and 
Strictneſs of thoſe Rules we inculcate on others? We 
may all remember our Faults this Day; and, in ſome 
Senſe, apply to ourſelves the Apoſtle's Reproot : 
Thou which teac beſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? 
Theſe Words will, I hope, ſuggeſt ſomething in- 
ſtructive and uſeful to each of us. 1-4 | 
The Place where I now ftand; the Cauſe I am 
pleading; 222. that of Religion and Virtue; the good 
E 5 4 N 9G; the Credit and Uſefulneſs 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry, will be my Apology, while I 
proſecute my Subje& in the following Method 


I. 7 ſhall conſider that Part of a Miniſter*s Cha- 
racter, by which be is deſcribed a Teacher of others. 


II. Demonſtrate, that, in order to fulfil this Part 
of the. ſacred Office, | it is neceſſary a Miniſter be a 
o Man, and à good Chriſtian. He who would ef. 
Faualh, zeach others Religion and Goodneſs, muſt be 
religious and good himſelf. 


= III. Point out ſome of g the ill "Conſequences of a 


, Man's 


„ 
Man's aſſuming the Office of a Publick Teacher, who 
has not fiſt taught himſelf. 


IV. Conclude with a few practical Refle&ions. 


I. Tamto conſider that Part of a Miniſter? s Cha- 
rater, by which he is deſcribed a Teacher of others. 
The Doctors and Prieſts among the 7ews were the 
publick Inſtructors of the People; Teachers of o- 
thers; Paſtors 10 feed them with Wiſdom and Under. 
| ſtanding in the Fear of the Lord *. In this reſpect 

their Office was the fame with that of Goſpel Mi- 
niſters. The great Author of our Religion was a 
Teacher ſent from God +. Miniſters bear the ſame 
Character in Subordination to him. This is the De- 
ſcription given of them in many Places of the New 
Teſtament 8. The Word, then, ſeems but ill appli- 
ed by thoſe, who affect to fix: it upon us, as a dimi- 
nutive Name, if not a Term of Reproach. Far be it 
from us, however, to be aſhamed of a Name, which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles bore before us. It is 
our great Ambition to anſwer the Import of it. It is, 
indeed, no ſmall Part of our Work to inſtruct others. 
Hereby we endeavour to baniſh Ignorance and Im- 
morality out of the World; and conſequently, to 
anſwer the End of a Goſpel Miniſtry. 

Here it will not be improper to obſerve, what 


ought to be the Subject of our facred Lectures; and 


what Advice this View of our Character ſuggeſts. 
As to the Subject of our ſacred Lectures, the 
Things we ought to teach others, they are Matters 
of the greateſt Moment ; Matters wherein the Glory 
of God and the Good of Mankind are nearly con- 
cerned, the whole Counſel, and revealed Will of God 


to Men. The Salvation of others, our own eternal 


een is the ode Mark which the Apoſtle 
2 1 teaches 
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teaches us to have conſtantly in view, 70 ſave our- 
ſelves, and them that hear us|, To this all our Let- 
ſons ſhould be directed. Nothing, which may pro- 
mote this great End, muſt be omitted. 

Me are not to perplex our Hearers with metaphy- 
ſical Controverſtes, and doubtful Opinions, Queſti- 
ons and Strifes of Words *. It will ſignify little to 
fill their Heads with abſtruſe Speculations, or to a- 
mule them with an Afﬀectation of Learning, with 
Flowers of Rhetorick, and Points of Wit. It will 
fignify yet leſs to inſpire them with Bigotry, and 
attach them to a Party.-----We muſt labour to refine 
the Heart, and mend the Life, by inculcating the 
fundamental Truths of the Divine Exiſtence, Perfec- 
tions and Providence; the Doctrine of Chriſt's Me- 
diation, a general Judgment, and a future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments. We muſt warmly re- 
commend all the Graces of the Divine Spirit, and 
preſs all the Duties of the Chriſtian Life. We fhould 
teach Men a pious Regard to the Supreme Being. In 
this we muſt be the more diligent, in regard we live 
in an Age, when Piety and Devotion are generally 
fallen into Diſrepute. Many, in our Day, decry 
Piety, as much as they would ſeem to magnify the 
focial Virtues. They readily allow, Men ought to 
honour their Parents, and obey their Prince; but, 
moſt abſurdly, imagine, that no Reſpect is due to 
infinite Perfections; as if the Relations between God 
and his Creatures were not as real and obliging as 
the Relations between one Creature and another.---- 
We ſhould teach others the Practice of ſtrict Juſtice 
and extenſive Charity, a Readineſs and Pleaſure in 
doing Good. We ſhould urge the Neceſſity of a 
regular Self government, Temperance and Modera- 
tion, Purity and Chaſtity, Meekneſs and Humility, 
Patience and Forgiveneſs, Mortification and Self- 
denial, We ſhould ſet Vice before them in its pro- 


1 Tim, iv. 16. 1 Tim. vi. 4. 
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per Colours, expoſing its odious Nature and fatal 
Effects. In ſhort, we muſt teach others all Things 
that are juſt and honeſt, grave and decent, lovely and 
of good Report; preſſing them to abound in all theſe 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; charging them 7o be perfect, 
as their heavenly Father is perfect; and 10 be 1 

he who hath called them is holy. | 

Such are the Leſſons Miniſters ought to teach ; 
and when they are deſcribed Teachers of others, it 
ſpeaks the Neceſſity of their having a tolerable Ge- 
nius and Capacity, with a competent Meaſure of true 
Learning. One, who would teach others to be re- 
ligious, "muſt have a clear and diſtinct Notion of Re- 
ligion himſelf. He muſt be well acquainted with the 
Scriptures, as well as with the great Principles of na- 
tural Religion. He ſhould underſtand the Rules of 
Reaſoning, -and have ſome' tolerable Acquaintance 
with the Make and Frame of the human Mind ; that 
he may know all the Avenues to the Soul, and be 
able to apply himſelf, with Addreſs, to intorm the 
Judgment, and touch the Heart. Further, | 

This View of the Miniſterial Office - ſuggeſts, 

that Humility is a neceſſary Qualification for a 
right Diſcharge of it. Pride and Haughtineſs ill 
become a Teacher. He muſt behave with Meekneſs 
and Condeſcenſion to the ignorant, and them who are 
out of the Way. He muſt ſtoop to the meaneſt, and 
moſt ſervile Part of his Duty. He muſt not think 
it unworthy a Man of his Parts to inſtruct the poor- 
eſt of his Flock; to form the Minds, even of Babes, 
in Religion; and to converſe with the moſt vicious, 
for their Reformation. Our bleſſed Saviour came 
into the World, not to be miniſtred unto, but to mini- 
ſterx . He came a Phyſician to cure the fich; to call 
Sinners to Repentance F. He ſtooped to the loweſt, 
and converſed with the worſt. The Diſciple, ſure, 
is not above his Lord d. We ſhould preach ourſelves 


OerVants 
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„ 
Servants of the meaneſt among our People, for Jeſus s 
Sake ||. 

This Deſcription of a Miniſter imports the hard 
Labour and Pains attending the ſacred Office. Teach- 
ers of others are Workmen and Labourers, Indeed 
their Taſk is often very tireſome. They mult en- 
counter much Oppoſition from the Dulneſs, Inat- 
tention, and Perverſeneſs of their Scholars. So great 
are the Difficulties and Diſcouragements attending 
this Work, that we may hear, even an Apoſtle, cry- 
ing out, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things * 7 The 
Labour of this Service is repreſented by the irkſome 
Toils of a Shepherd, and the ſolicitous Care of a 
Watchman : It is figured by the indefatigable and un- 
interrupted Pains of a Huſbandman, digging and 
ſowing, planting and watering, cutting down and 
reaping.----- The Spiritual Teacher muſt not indulge 
Sloth, and loll at Eaſe ; eating the Fat, and cloathing 
himſelf with the Wooll, while he feeds not the Flock +. 
Private Studies, publick Miniſtrations, viſiting the 
Sick, teaching from Houſe to Houſe, exhorting, 
rebuking, and comforting our People, as their Cir - 
cumſtances require: Theſe are Duties which will 
furniſh Work ſufficient to employ our whole Time, 
and wear out our whole Strength. 

As we are Teachers of others, we ought to ſtudy 
great Plainneſs ; to come down to the Level, and 
adapt ourſelves to the Capacities of our Hearers. 
Religion, indeed, 1s a very plain and intelligible 
Thing; and yet how ſtrangely has it been darkened 
and obſcured | How wretchedly has it been miſre- 
preſented and diſguiſed by ſome Teachers, who have 
departed from the Simplicity of the Goſpel | Some- 
times we find Chriſtianity dwindled into mere Form, 
and external Ceremony: By others it is reſolved into 
Metaphyſical Jargon, and dark Myſtery, In one 
Place, it puts on the Air of a gloomy Eutbuſiaſt; 

and 
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and in another, degenerates into angry Zeal, and 
bitter Contention. ---- Some of theſe Teachers, tis e- 
vident, have never underſtood Chriſtianity them- 
ſelves : Others have preached themſelves and not 
Chriſt : They have courted the Applauſe and Ad- 
miration of People, more than their Profit and Edi- 
fication.----Nothing is more neceſſary in a Teacher, 
than Plainneſs, Perſpicuity, and Simplicity. All 
Affectation, either of Sentiment or Language, is to 
be avoided : It ill fuits the Gravity and Importance 
of religious Subjetts. ----- A Teacher ſhould, in a 
manner, forget himſelf ; he ſhould have no other 
View but to inſtruct, and perſuade, thoſe who ſit 
liſtening to his Doctrine. Further, 

This View of the Miniſterial Character gives a 
Check to an impaſing Spirit, and Magiſterial Airs. It 
cannot be denied, that, to be ever dictating to others, 
without any Reply; to be generally teaching, and 
ſeldom, or never, hearing, is apt to affect the 
Temper, and beget an imperious and aſſuming Ha- 
bit. And this, perhaps, is one Reaſon why the 
Clergy have been often ſo proud, ſo impatient of 
Contradiction, and intractable. But this is great- 
ly to miſtake the Nature of our Office. We are 
Teachers, and not Lords over God's Heritage * We 
are Leaders, *tis true ; but we mult not lead People 
blindfold. We ſhould firſt inform the Judgment, 
and then perſuade the Will. We have 0 Dominion 
over the Faith of our People +. We have no Au- 
thority to force or compel, or to propagate Religion 
by any other Methods than theſe practiſed by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the firſt and beſt Teachers 
of our holy Religon. I ſhall only add on this Ar- 
gument, 

That the Zight, in which we are conſidering the 
Miniſterial Office, points out the abſolute Neceſſity 
of real Religion and Goodneſs in all who would 
67 aſpire 
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aſpire after it. And this brings me directly to the 
ſecond general Head in the Method, vx. 


II. To demonſtrate, that, in order to teach others 
effeually, one muſt firſt teach himſelf; in order to be 
4 good Miniſter, a Man muſt be a good Man, and a 
good Chriſtian, To evince this, let us conſider, 

Firſt,” That an inward Principle of Religion and 
Goodneſs will make a Man faithful, courageous, and 
zealous, in declaring the whole Counſel of God. The 
good Teacher knows that he is but a Steward ; and 
therefore muſt be faithful. Hie watches as one that 
muſt give an Account *. He keeps nothing back 
which may be profitable to thoſe he teaches T. He 
ſpeaks /incerely, as in the Sight of God d. He is 
bold as a Lion, in the Cauſe of Truth and Virtue. 
He dares oppoſe faſhionable Errors, and tell Sinners 
the moſt unwelcome Truths. He preaches not to 

' Pleaſe, but to profit. He is not daunted by Dangers, 
nor intimidated by Death, ſo as to deny or. conceal 
any important and neceſſary Doctrine. -The truly 
religious Teacher is animated by a noble Principle of 
Zeal for the Honour of God, and a generous Concern 
for the Good of Mankind. Theſe are powerful Mo- 
tives to Fidelity and Diligence. Such a one, and 
indeed none but ſuch, is qualified to teach others. 

If a Man of an oppoſite Character gets into the 
Miniſtry, he wants Grace to be faithful. He is influ- 
enced by low and ſelfiſh Ends. He is ſcrambling 
for Wealth; he is courting Fame; he is aſpiring at- 
ter Dignities and Preferments, and thinks any Means 
lawful that may help to compaſs his ſordid Deſigns. 
Ile is a Pleaſer of Men; and therefore cannot be a 
Servant of Chriſt ||. His Mind is ſcarce free and un- 
biafled enough to form a juſt Notion of Religion; or, 
H he doth, he has not Courage and Firmneſs enough 
to become a Confeſſor, or Martyr for it. He dares 
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not ſpeak the Truth, for fear of offending his Friends, 
and loſing: his Popularity. Did he appear open and 
undiſguiſed, he would give Umbrage to Men in 
Power; he would forfeit the Proſpect of ſuch a 
Place, or Favour, he is greedily expeCting,---He has 
no Idea of a diſintereſted Charity and Publick Spi- 
rit. His narrow Breaft ; his little and unbenevolent 
Soul, wrapt up in ieſelf, will not permit him to go 
one Step out of his Way, or be at the leaft Pains'to 
advance the temporal Intereſt, or even the eternal 
Salvation of his Fellow Creatures. He is quite a 
Stoick as to what befals others. Nothing engages 
his Attention; nothing affects him either with Plea- 
lure or Pain, but what terminates in his own dear 
Self. Will a Man of this Character ever ſubmit to 
the Labour of teaching others? 

Secondly, Perſonal Religion in a 7 eacher will make 
his Work eaſy and agreeable to himſelf. So amiable 
is Virtue in his Eye; fo ſtrong is his Affection to 
Religion, that he takes Pleaſure to advance its Inte- 
reſt, This gives Life and Wings to his Endeavours. 
His Toil is his Delight; and his Work, in a great 
Meaſure, its own Reward. He has a Genius, a Taſte, 
and Turn of Mind for it; and therefore tis eaſy. 
He rejoices to ſee Religion and Piety flouriſh ; eſpe- 
cially when this happens by his Means. He thinks 
no Labour too great to purchaſe this Honour.----So 
ſincere his Charity; ſo hearty his Benevolence to 
Mankind, that, with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, he 
ſubmits to the meaneſt Office, the moſt toilſome Ser- 
vice, to promote their Worth and Welfare. To 
gain Proſelytes to Virtue ; to bring home wandering 
Sheep; to ſave Souls from Death; to aſſiſt his Fel- 
low Chriſtians in their Warfare, and carry them with 
him to the — of Bliſs: How delightful this 
Work to the good Miniſter! How divine! How 
God-like doth he eſteem it! His Heart is ſet upon 
K. It is his Meat and bis Drink to accompliſh it. 
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— Thus, he finiſhes his Courſe, and fulfills his Mini- 
ſtry with Joy and Satisfaction to himſelf *. | 

On the contrary, if we ſuppoſe a vicious Man in- 
veſted with the ſacred Character; he is always 
wearing a Maſk, and acting a Part: And how unna- 
tural muſt this be? The Miniſterial Work is to him 
an inſupportable Burden, a tedious Service, an irk- 
ſome Taſk. He has no Heart to it; no Reliſh in 
it. He is teaching others what he doth not believe 
himſelf. He is recommending to others what he 
diſlikes himſelf. He ſpeaks Sentiments which he ne- 
ver felt. Now, can there be any thing free, natu- 
ral, or eaſy in all this? No Wonder if ſuch a Teach- 
er drive on heavily, without Heart, Life, or Vi- 
gour in his Work. What Pleaſure; what Enjoy- 
ment can he have in Life? For his own ſake then, 
for the ſake of preſent Enjoyment, was there no 
higher Motive, he ſhould become what he profeſſes, 
a good Man, and a good Chriſtian : Or, at leaſt, he 
ſhould reſign the Office of teaching others to one who 
has a Genius tor it, and can perform the Service with 
more Eaſc to himſelf, as well as with more Advantage 
to others, 

Thirdly, The religious Diſpoſition in a Teacher 
is the moſt probable Mean of gaining Succeſs to his 
Labours. The pious Temper, and exemplary Life, 
will add Beauty and Weight to his Inſtructions; and 
conſequently diſpoſc others to receive them. His re- 
gular Practice is like one continued Sermon. Here 
we may find tranſcribed all the amiable Graces and 
divine Virtues of that holy Religion, which he re- 
commends to others. His Example makes Way for 
his Doctrine, and is a practical Commentary upon 
it. ----He bears a Part of that Burden he would lay 
upon others. This convinces them that he is in Ear- 
neſt, and ſpeaks from the Heart; and therefore 
what he ſays finds the eaſier Acceſs to heir Hearts. 
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When People ſee their Teacher choole for himſelf 
that very Courſe which he marks out for them ; when 
they oblerve him performing thoſe very Duties which 
he preſſes on others, they are naturally. prepoſſeſſed 
with an Opinion of his Friendſhip for them ; and, at 
the ſame Time, conceive a favourable Opinion of that 
Religion which he recommends, The Character of 
the Teacher goes a great Way to recommend any 
Doctrine or Practice. The greater Part of Man- 
kind regard an Advice, juſt in Proportion to the O- 
pinion they have of him who gives it. When a 
Miniſter goes before his People in the Paths of Piety, 
Charity, and Righteouſneſs, it is more likely they 
will follow him. | 
On the other hand, there is little Probability, that 

the beſt Inſtructions from a had Man will make any 
deep Impreſſions, or produce any good Effect. His 
ill Life creates a ſtrong Prejudice againſt all he ſays. 
He diſagrees with his own Character. Cowardice in 
a Soldier 18 not more indecent than Vice in a Teacher. 
His Practice gives the Lie to his Diſcourſes. When 
he recommends Religion with the -greateſt /eemng 
Warmth, his Sincerity is juſtly queſtion'd; ſince 
his Actions are a plain Contradiction to that Religion: 
For a Man's Actions will always paſs for the moſt 
genuine Interpretation of his inward Sentiments.---- 
What Good can the vicious Miniſter poſſibly do? 
He pulis down by his Example faſter, than he can 
build up by his Doctrine. Will ever any Man pre- 
tend to teach another, when he cannot teach himſelf? 
Can he give to another, what he hath not himſelf? 
Indeed we ſhould begin at home, and try our Art of 
Teaching upon ourſelves: If it be uſeleſs here, it is 
not likely to ſucceed much better elſewhere. 

With what Face will a Man declaim againſt Vices, 
of which he himſelf is notoriouſly guilty ? With 
what Grace can he recommend Duties and Virtues, 
to the Practice of which he himſelf is an utter 
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Stranger? Is there any thing more ridiculous, than 
to hear a Drunkard pronouncing an affected Ha- 
rangue againſt Drunkenneſs ? or a Sweartr againſt 
 Prophaneneſs ? With what Affurance can the known 
Liar condemn Falſhood 2 or the officious T ale-bearer, 
and Slanderer, reprove Calumny? Can ſuch a Rebuke 
produce any other Effect, than the ſevere and bitter 
Sarcaſm, Phy/ician heal thyſelf : Thou that teacheſt a- 
other, teacheſt thou not thyſelf 2 Suppole an artful Hy- 
Pocrite, from the Pulpit, ſhould preach up Sincerity; 
or a fiery Bigot, Moderation : Suppoſe a covetous 
Miſer ſhould preach up Generoſity, or a ſelſiſp Man, 
whoſe contracted Soul never knew what it is to weep 
with them that weep, or to rejoice with them that re- 
Joice, ſhould recommend Acts of Charity, Friendſhip, 
and Sympathy : Imagine a crafty Cheat, in the publick 
Aſſembly, extolling Juſtice and Honeſty ;, can there 
poſſibly be a greater Abſurdity? What Succeſs can 
ſuch Preachers reaſonably propoſe ? All who know 
their Character will certainly deſpiſe them; and ma- 
ny will think worſe of their Doctrine for their Sake. 
Their known Practice ſpeaks more foreibly one Way, 
than all their Arguments the other. Whether, may 
we imagine, could have recommended Compaſſion 
and Mercy with more Succeſs, the diſdainful Prieſt, 
who turned away his Eyes from the poor Man in Di- 
ſtreſs, or the tender-hearted Samaritan, who poured 
Mine and Oil into his Wounds, and took Care of bim? 
I might add on this Head, that the good Man 
only can expect the Divine Bleſſing to ſecond his En- 
deavours. This is abſolutely neceſſary to gain Suc- 
ceſs. Paul planteth, and Apollos watereth, but God, 
by his Bleſſing, gives ibe Increaſe . The Bleſſing 
of God attends the religious Man, to eſtabliſh the 
Work of his Hands, to proſper hum in all that he ſetteth 
bis Hand unto d. But this is a Privilege the vicious 
Man has no Righttoclam. He can neither expect the 

Grace 
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Grace of God to affift him in his Work, nor the Bling 
of God to accompany it; and therefore he cannot pro- 
ſe to teach others with any remarkable Succeſs. 
By this Time, I hope, it is evident, that perſonal 
Religion is neceſſary to qualify a Man for being a good 
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Miniſter. I proceed, | 


III. To point out ſome of the ill Conſequences of a 
Man's aſſuming the Office of a Publick Teacher, who 
has not firſt taught himſelf.----Indeed there is a num- 
berleſs Train of fatal Evils attending this abſurd and 
inconſiſtent Conduct. Particularly, Firſt, The Name 
of God is blaſphemed, and Religion ſuffers : And can 
we imagine a greater Evil? Goſpel Miniſters are, in a 
peculiar Senſe, the Servants of God; Ambaſſudors, or 
Meſſengers, to treat with Men about their Peace and 
Reconciliation with Heaven. Their Office is ſacred. 
Vice and Irregularities in them, reflect Diſhonour up- 
on their Maſter, and Shame upon their Office. This 
has been the Parent of Azhei/m in the World; and 
occaſions many hard Speeches and blaſphemous Re- 
proaches againſt the Almighty. If Miniſters, not- 
withſtanding their Booſt of the Law, and their preſſing 
the Obſervance of it on others, break this Law them- 
ſelves, they diſponour God, and cauſe his Name to be 

' blaſphemed among the Wicked and Unbelievers &. 
Nothing has, nothing can have, a worſe Influence 
on Religion, than Immoralities in the Clergy. We 
have already obſerved how improbable it is that a bad 
Man ſhould teach Goodneſs, with any remarkable 
Succeſs, Religion 1s never like to thrive in fuch 
Hands. Even the Cauſe of Piety and Virtue, tho? 
the beſt in the World, muſt ſuffer, when managed 
by ſuch a bad Advocate.----So far is the ſcandalous 
Teacher from promoting the great End of his Office, 
that he hinders it. So far is he from doing Good, 
that he does a World of Miſchief. Inſtead of a 
| | | Re- 
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Reformer, he is a Corrupter of Mankind. He is the 
greateſt Enemy of the Croſs of Chriſt, He gives the 
deepeſt Wound to Religion, and brings i it into the 
utmoſt Contempt. He ſecretly betrays the Cauſe, 
which he openly profeſſes to maintain. His Conduct 
is a monſtrous Abſurdity. How irreconcileable is 
an holy Calling, and an infamous Life! To ſee a vici- 
eus Man declaitning publickly in the Cauſe of Vir- 
tue; to hear an irreligious Man gravely recommend- 
ing Religion ; what will the World think ? Will they 
not be ready to ſay, ** Virtue is but a Name; Reli- 
gion is but a Farce; the Man ſpeaks only for 
« Hire. Come, let us not believe him, ſince, it is 
<« manifeſt, he believes not himſelf,” ] will not 
pretend to juſtify. ſuch Reaſoning ; but, I aſk, is it 
not often uſed ? and may it not be generally expected 
from the ſuperficial Thinkers among Mankind, who 
are, by far, the greater Part. 

Secondly, When a bad Man afſumes the Office of 
teaching others, it is attended with Conſequences 
moſt pernicious and fatal to the Souls of Men. Mi- 
niſters are Men looked at, and narrowly obſerved. 
Their Example is often propoſed as a Copy and Rule 
of Life; and therefore, their bad Practice diffuſes a 
general malignant Influence. The Contagion of 
their Example poiſons Numbers. It confirms the 
Infidel in his Unbelief, and gives the prophane Scoffer 
a ſpecious Handle to laugh at every thing that is 
ſacred. It hardens and encourages the ill Man in his 
wicked Practices. He ſeeks no betty Plea, than the 
Example of his Teacher. This quiets his Con- 
ſcience, and ſtifles Remorſe. This extinguiſhes 
Shame, and keeps him in Countenance.----The com- 
mon Apology in the Mouth of ſuch Miniſters, 
« Do as I tay, but not as I do,” has but little 
Weight; and indeed, no Wonder, for 1 it ſcarce car- 
ries an Air of Seriouſneſs. : 

Ihe vicious Miniſter is not unlike the hypocritical 
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Scribes and Phariſees. He ſhuts up the Kingdom of 
Heaven againſt others ;, and will neither go in himſelf, 
nor ſuffer them that are entering to go in. He leads 
Numbers aſtray, and cauſes them to err. He is not 
content to periſh alone: A Multitude muſt attend 
him to the Place of Torment, in the other World. 

Thus, an immoral Teacher is the moſt 7njurious 
Man; a Wolf in Sheeps Cloathing. He injures the beſt 
Intereſts of his Fellow Creatures, and ſtains his Hands 
with the Blood of Souls. He lays a Stumbling-block 
in their Way, upon which they fall, and ſuffer the 
Loſs, both of Virtue and of Happineſs. The hu- 
man Soul is one of the nobleſt Worꝶs of God. It 
ſurpaſſes, in Dignity and Value, a whole World, as 
our Saviour obſerves |].. It is the Charge of Angels, 
the Care of Chriſt, and of God. To promote the 
Worth and Happineſs of Souls, 1s, therefore, the 
moſt Divine and God-like Employment. On the 
contrary, to betray them into Sin; to wound their 
Innocence, or forfeit their Happineſs, is cruel and 
inhumane. It is to act like the Devil, and join in 
Confederacy with Hell, 

Thirdly, Vice in a Teacher is extremely dangerous 
to himſelf Wickedneſs is, indeed, dangerous to 
every Man who commits it; but eſpecially ſo to a 
Miniſter. Vice, in him, is attended with all poſſible 
Aggravations, with the higheſt Guz/t ; conſequently, 
it is big with the greateſt Miſery, and expoles to the 
ſevereſt Puniſhment. It a Teacher be a bad Man, 
he muſt be extremely bad. His Wickedneſs riſes to 
the higheſt Pitch. He knows his Maſter's Mill, and 
yet acts contrary to it. He is the greateſt Hypocrite ; ; 
and how dreadful will be the Fate of Hypocrites ! 
Our Saviour makes it the Meaſure and Standard of 
the moſt terrible Miſery +. The Sins of an immo- 
ral Teacher carry in them a deliberate Contempt of 
all thoſe Truths and Obligations of 3 which 

he 


* Matth. xxiii. 13. | Chap, xvi. 26, + Chap. xxiv. 51. 


C 36 Y 


he is daily recommending to others. He muſt. be a 
mere Infidel, or he cannot miſs to have many une: 
Reflections. He muſt be ſtrangely hardened, if he 
be inſenſible of thoſe Vices in Himſelf, which he is 
conſtantly reproving in others : And he muſt: be 
wretchedly blind, if he ſees not that Miſery coming 
upon his own Head, which he is daily denouncing - 
againſt others.----It will enhance his Miſery, that he 
knew the Way to Happineſs, and yet would not 
walk in it ; that he pointed out this Way to others, 
and miſſed it himſelf, He offered Salvation to them, 
and rejected it himſelf. While he preaches the Goſpel 
to others, he himſelf is a Caſt away f. 

It is but a ſmall Matter to add, after this, 
that the vicious Teacher is, of all Mankind the 
moſt deſpicable. If he teaches others right, he 
teaches them to have an Abhorrence of his Prac- 
tice; and, conſequently, a mean Opinion of his 
Perſon. In F act, no Man is more generally, 
and, indeed, no Man is more juſtly, deſpiſed. 
J grant, a bad Miniſter, by avoiding the groſs and 
ſcandalous Vices, and paying ſome Regard to an ex- 
ternal Character, may poſſibly ſecure himſelf from 
great Contempt in the World. But is his inward 
real Character a whit the more beautiful? Is he not 
fall odious in the Sight of God? And, indeed, it is 
ten to one, but his concealed Wickedneſs will, ſome 
Time or other, appear; in which Caſe he will meet 
with Reproach enough from Men. At leaſt, as his 
ſeeming Goodneſs will be far from anſwering the high 


Idea, which the World has generally form'd of a 


Miniſter's Virtue; he can never expect to have a 
very good Characber. If he be not utterly deſpiſed, 
he is not much reſpected, while he lives: If he be 
not abſolutely hated, he is but little lamented, when 
he dies. — The ſelfiſh Principle then, a Regard to | 
his own * ſhould 3 a — to be 4 
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Sabd Man. By no other Means can he avoid Con- 
tempt in this World, and ſecure himſelf from Mi- 
ſery, an high Degree of Miſery in the next. 

Theſe are ſome of the ill Conſequences of a bad 
Man's aſſuming the Office of a Publick Teacher ; 
Evils ſo great, that the bare naming of them 1 is enough 
to ſtrike us with Horror. 


IV. I Sail now conclude my Subjef with a few 
Practical Reflections. 

Firſt, Let us, my Brethren, whoſe Office obliges 
us to be Teachers of others, take Care, in the firſt 
Place, to teach ourſelves, Let us not be found al- 
ways abroad, aus ving Advice to others: Sometimes 
let us dwell at home, and inſpect our own Behaviour. 
If our Leſſons be good, we ſhould practiſe them our- 
ſelves. We muſt not imagine, that, becauſe we 
have the Charge of others, we may neglect ourſelves. 
We muſt take Care to ſave our own Hale, as well as 
the Souls of our Hearers. Charity, in this Caſe, 
oug ht to begin at home: By performing this Duty to 
ourſelves, we will become the more capable to ail 
charge vhat is due to others. 

Here I ſhall beg Leave to recommend the follow- 
ing Leſſons, firſt to myſelf, and then to my Brethren. 

It concerns us to form a juſt Idea of the great 
Importance of the Miniſterial Office. We ſhould 
conſider it in a very different Light from any ſecular 
Occupation. We greatly miſtake the Nature of our 
Office, if we have no higher Notion of it, than as a 
Trade, or Way of living; a mere Employment to get. 
Bread, and a comfortable Subſiſtence to our Families, 
There is ſomething of infinitely greater Moment 
here. We ſhould Be influenced by higher Motrves, 
and aim at a much nobler Mark. To recover Man- 
kind from a State of Ignorance and Corruption; to 
be Leaders of their Devotions; to be Patterns of 
good Works; to make the World ſee the Beauty, 
and feel the commanding F orce of Virtue, to ad- 
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vance the beſt Intereſts of our Fellow: creatures, their 


true Worth and Goodneſs here, and their Perfection 


and cternal Happineſs: hereafter; to train up rational 


Creatures for a future State, and prepare immortal 
Souls for the Enjoyment of endleſs. Bliſs: This ds 


the important Buſineſs of a Goſpel Miniſter. This 
juſt Idea of the Nature and Deſign of our Office 
will reſtrain us from doug a mean Thing, unworthy 
of it; and make us perform all the facxed Duties 
with a becoming Decency and Seriouſneſs! 

Let us learn to live above the Influence of a laviſh 
Popular ty. To healways affecting Commendation, 
and courting Applauſe, is a Conduct far below a 
Man of Wiſdom and Spirit. The Humour of Peo- 
ple is ſo variable and uncertain, that it wauld be 
vain, Was ſit mot ſinful, to make it a Rule. We 
ſhould, ſtudy to pleaſe others for their: Ouod 10 Edi- 


cation. = am ſenſible, my Brethren, that our 


Situation is attended with Diſadvantages. Our whole 
Dependence is upon the People; and therefore we 
are under the ſtronger Temptations to pay an undue 
Regard to their Inclinations. But, even in-this re- 
ſpect, we are in no worſe Circumſtances than the A.- 
Poſtles, and Firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity. Let us 
imitate their Example, and not be awed by the Frowns 
of Men, or allured by their Favours, to violate our 
Duty. A good Conſcience is too dear a Price, to 
purchaſe _ moſt valuable temporal Enjoyment. The 
Acclamations of the World àre not ſufficient to ba- 


lance the Cenſures of God, and the Reproaches of our 


own Conſcience. - Beſidas, he who walketh:upright- 
ly, even, in. this reſpect, wwalket h furelyF. He ſel- 
dom miſſes Eſteem from the wiſer and) better Part of 


Mankind, whoſe Judgment deſervesn to be moſt 


regarded: And ſhould, any withdraw their Favours, 
and even become our. Enemies,” becauſe we bonsſtly tell 
them the Truth $ our "OR will a more than com- 

f { Anif. kr 1 penſated 


4 8 „ . 1 Prove 9, . Gal. iv. 16. 


619 

penſated by the preſent Peace of our own. Minds, 
and the eternal Reward of the faithful Servant. 
Burthidr jo 311575 2l3-£20m010-410; Norox bas THR 
It will be of. infinite Advantage to fix in our 
Minds the deepeſt Impreſſions of God and divine 
Things, and to have the moſt unſhaken Belief of the 
Doctrines we preach, and the higheſt Senſe of their 
Importance. This will elevate and exalt our Souls 
above the mean and low Purſuits of this tranſitory 
World. This will be a ſovereign Antidote againſt 
the Snares of Life; a ſecure Defence againſt all 
Temptations arifing from the Grandeur and Pomp, 
the Wealth and Riches, the Pleaſures and Amuſe- 
ments of this vain and deluſive Scene of Things. 
Hereby we will be enabled to diftinguiſh the true 
from the falſe Enjoyments of Life. Such Faith, 
and ſuch Impreſſions, will make us behold, with 
Pity. and Concern, the Ignorance and Folly of the 
Generality-around us; while they love with ſo much 
Ardour, and purſue with ſo much Keennefs, Things 
that can never make them happy, mere Dreams, 
airy Phantoms. This will inſpire us with a laudable 
Zeal to remove their Prejudices, and convince them, 
that the ſolid Happineſs of Life ariſes from a religi- 
ous Source; from being good, and doing good; from 
a Conſciouſneſs of the divine Favour, and the glo- 
rious Proſpect of a bleſſed Immortality. I add, 

It will be of great Uſe to acquire a ſtrong Aﬀec- 
tion to Virtue, and a high Reliſh of religious Plea- 
ſures. We ſhould place Virtue in a true Light, and 
often contemplate its native Beauty and raviſhing 
Charms, together with all the happy Fruits and Ef- 
fects of a religious Temper and Life. We ſhould 
carefully view the Equity and Goodneſs of the di- 
vine Laws, the Peace of a good Conſcience, and 
the Pleaſantneſs of Miſdom's Ways, the preſent Gain 
and future Reward: of Godlinefs.- This can ſcarce 
mus to attract our Affections; to command our. 

C2 Eſteem, 
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Eſteem, and increaſe our Love to Religion: And 
this ſtrong Affection will make us unwearied, es 
gent, and zealous, to promote the Intereſt of Reli 

on; to diſplay its Glory, and make others feel n 


Force. Further, 
It cancerns us to poſſeſs a moſt ſincere and gene⸗ 


rous Good-will to Mankind. We cannot be at too 


great Pains to cultivate and improve this amiable, 


this important Temper of Mind. To this Purpoſe, 
we ſhould conſider Mankind in all their various Re- 


lations, and moſt endearing. Views, as Children of 


the ſame Almighty Parent, united to us by the Ties 


of one common Nature; as Fellow-ſufferers, invol- 


ved in the ſame Calamitizs, and ſtruggling with the 


ſame Difficulties ; as Fellow-travellers in a ſtrange 


Country ; Pilgrims Journeying to the fame inviſible 


World. All Chriſtians are united by ſtrifter Bonds. 
We ſhould look upon them as our Brethren; as 
Fellow-ſoldiers, fighting under the ſame Captain; 
as Members of the ſame myſtical Body, and Heirs 


of the ſame bleſſed Hope; Citizens of the ſame 
heavenly Jeruſalem, who will ſpend an Eternity in 
one happy Community. The People of our reſpec- 


tive Congregations are ſtill more nearly allied to us, 
They are ſo many Perſons committed to our Charge, 
depending upon us for Inſtruction and Direction, Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Comfort.---Such Reflections, ſuch Views 


of Mankind, will extinguiſh that little Self/one/s, 


that Contrafion, and Meanneſs of Soul, ſo unwor- 
thy a Man, a Chriſtian, and eſpecially a Miniſter: 
They will open our Hearts, and preſent our People 


in the molt intereſting Light; fo that we will ſpare 


no Pains to do them good. 
In ſhort, we muſt learn to be really good and rela 


Lious. We muſt not reſt in Shew and Affectation; 
min demure Looks and folemn Airs; we muſt not reſt 
m improving and adorning an external Character; in 


ſeeming to be religious. We muſt cultivate and * 
tity 


„ 

tify the inward Man, the real Self within our own 
Boſom ; and be, in truth, what we would affect to 
appear. If this be wanting, all other Endowments 
will fignify little; we can never fulfil the great Du- 
ties of our ſacred and important Office, with Satis- 
faction to ourſelves, or with any great Advantage to 

others. | | 
Secondly, This Subject leads us to one Cauſe why 
Chriftianity has not done more good, and the World 
is not better. Nothing is more frequently heard, 
than tragical Complaints of the great Corruption of 
Mauners; that even Profeſſors 1 the beſt Religion 
are far enough from true Goodneſs , that the Goſpel 
bas not effetied a general Reformation; and that ma- 
uy Chriſtians live worſe Lives than fome of the ſober 
Heathens. ----- Indeed it muſt be allowed, the Ob- 
ſervation is as juſt as it is melancholy. The World 
is corrupt, and Chriſtians come not up to the Purity 
of their Profeſſion. But who muft anſwer for all 
this? Where is the Blame to be charged? Not, ſure, 
on Chriſtianity z for this is a moſt perfect Scheme, 
and able to raiſe Men to a State of Perfection. It 
will be alledged, perhaps, that People are inattentive, 
mtractable, and obſtinate. But will this, tho? too 
true, anſwer the whole Difficulty ? Is this the ſole 
and adequate Cauſe of the Misfortune ? Muſt not 
the Ignorance, the Vices, and Irregularities of the 
Publick Teachers of Religion bear a large Share of 
the Blame? Indeed it is vain to deny or diſſemble 
the Matter. Deiſm and Infidelity, ſo much com- 
— of, may be traced up to this Original. 
rom hence ſpring ſtrong Prejudices againſt Religi- 
on. To this unhappy Cauſe may be aſcribed much 
of that bitter Hatred, angry Contention, implaca- 
ble Malice, and cruel Perſecution, which have infeſt- 
ed the Chriſtian World. This (alas! Zell it not in 
Cath) has often produced the greateſt Confuſions, 
the moſt inhuman Barbarities | Wars and Bloodſhed, 
Maſlacres 
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Maſſacres and Murders, Plots and Perjuries, Deva- 
ſtation and Ruin, and the greateſt Crimes which 
were ever committed. In a Word, Corruption ge- 
nerally began among the Clergy; and from them 
diffuſed itſelf through the Body of the Laity. For 
a Proot of this, did Time permit, I might appeal 
to Hiſtory, and lead you back to the Experience of 
former Ages.----But I muſt proceed, 
_ Thirdly, This Doctrine repreſents the Evil of in- 
troducing a bad Man into the Miniſtry. To the ill 
Conſequences already mentioned, I ſhall only add, 
that a Miniſter of an immoral Character brings a 
kind of Stain upon the whole Order; and — 
ciates them in the Eſteem of the World, who are oft- 
en ſo partial, as to charge the Guilt of a few upon 
all the reſt.—--Nothing unfits ſo much for the ſa- 
cred Office, as the want of perſonal Religion : A 
large Share of this, join'd with Prudence, and a 
moderate Degree of Learning, will make a Man 
very uſeful. But the want of Sincerity and Piety 1s 
a fundamental Defect; ſuch as no Capacity, or Parts 
can {upply.---A Regard then for the Honour of God, 
and Credit of Religion; a Regard for the Succeſs 
of the Goſpel, and for the Salvation of immortal 
Souls, ſhould make us diſcountenance bad Men, and 
exclude them, as much as poſlible, from aſſuming 


the Office of teaching others. 


* Fourthly, It will not be impertinent here, to caution 


People againit thinking worſe of Religion, becauſe 
there are ſome bad Men among the Publick Teachers 


of it. Chriſtianity is ſo divine and pure a Doctrine, 
that no Vice, either of Profeſſors or Miniſters, can 


corrupt it. Tyruih cannot be defiled by the moſt 
polluted Mouth which utters it; and therefore ſhould 


always be equally regarded. It will be a vain Apo- 
logy to alledge the Irregularities of bad Teachers, to 
excuſe our Prejudices againſt a good and holy Religion. 
At cannot be denied, that theſe who ſit under the 
| Miniſtry 


( 23 ) 

Maniftry of an immoral Teacher, labour under con- 
ſiderable Diſadvantages, and are expoſed to very 
dangerous Snares. Their Situation is truly unhap- 
py; and deſerves Pity. ----- It they can remedy this 
Evil, doubtleſs they ought to do it: But, if this be 
abſolutely out of their Power, it concerns them to 
keep a ſtrict Watch, in Proportion. to the Temp- 
tations they have to encounter. They ſhould 'care- 
fully ſeparate the good Doctrine from the il] Pradice ; 
and take heed that the inſinuating Example of their 
Teacher does not, by Degrees, leſſen their Abhor- 
rence of Vice, and create in their Minds Pregticiuws 
N Religion 

On the other nan a Miniſter of a regular and 

exemplary Life is a:fingular Bleſſing, which demands 
Thankfulneſs; a Talent capable of great Improve- 
ment, and for which People muſt ge a proporti- 
onable Account. Such a Teacher deſerves all the 
Reſpect and Encouragement due to his Character: 
Such an one is an Ornament to his Office, *__ ſtands 
fair to an{werithe'\End of it. 

In a Word, let Miniſters behave with thas 1 
leſs Circumſpection; as not to lay a Stumbling- block 
in the Way of People ; and let People act with fo 
much Reaſon and Judgment, as not to charge the 
Faults of Miniſters: to the Account of Religion. 
Miniſters are but Men, Men of like Paſſions with 
others; and therefore Infirmities they have, and 
will have, as long as they are in the preſent imper- 
fect State. While their Foibles riſe no higher than 
the common Weakneſs and unavoidable Frailties of 
the human Nature, they challenge Pity, and a chari- 
table Forbearance: It is when their Faults come the 
Length of Impiety and Inſincerity, or, indeed, of 
any vicious Habit, ſufficient to denominate them 
bad Men; it is chen they become intolerable, and 
diſqualified for the ſacred Office. 

Laſtly, Since. Miniſters ſuſtain: the Character of 

Teachers; 
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( 24 ) 
Teachers ; ſince their Office is an {nftitution, calcula- 
ted merely for the Good and Edification of People 
it follows that People ought to ſhew theraſelves apt 
Scholars ; that — ought to hear, learn and improve 
by our publick Inſtructions. Such Advantages are 
not to be ſlighted; ſo much divine * 7s not to be 
received in van. 

Me have a Right, my Benin to require your 
Attendance on our ſacred Lectures; we have Reaſon 
to expect it. Allow me therefore to call upon you 
in the Words of our Saviour, take beed bow you 
bear *, 

Hear with all Readineſs of Mind ; with; a 0 
Attention, equal to the Importance of religious Sub- 


jects, and to your Concern in them. What we teach, 


at leaſt, what we ought to teach, is the Dotirine of 
Salvation, the Word of Life, the Things which con- 
cern your Peace and Melfare in this World,” and your 
eternal Happineſs in the next. This, ſure, if we 
thing, deſerves your attentive Regurd. . Further, 
You ſhould hear with Impartiality and Fudgm yy 
We have no Pretenſions to Infallibihty, and therefore 
we demand no {laviſh Subjection or implicit Faith. 
We ſpeak unto wiſe Men, and call upon you 70 Tate 
what dor ſay f. Receive no Doctrine upon our 
Word: Search the Scriptures, and ſee with your own 
Eyes. Believe according to Evidence, and regard 
Truths according to their Importance. However 
ſolicitous we be to advance the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
we would not beſpeak any partial Regard even to 20. 
We would not jpeak deceitfully for God. All we 
deſire is only Fufticez a fair Hearing, a free Enqui- 
ry, and an equal Sexrence. If ſimple and anmxed: 
Chriſtianity mect with this candid Uſage, we are not 
in the leaſt: Pain, either. for its Credit or Succeſs. 
The heavenly Seed, the pure Word of God, received. 
Lake viii, 18. I 1 Cor. . 11 
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into @ judicious and upright Heart, will not fail to 


produce a plentiful Harveſt of good Fraat F. 


Another Thing I would recommend to People, is, 
that they would diveſt themſelves of Pride and Self- 
conceit, and hear with Meekneſs and Humility. At- 
tend the publick Lectures of Religion with a modeſt 
and teachable Diſpoſition : Bring along with you a 
Senſe of your Ignorance ; or, at leaſt, a Perſuaſion, 
that you need to be frequently reminded of your Du- 
ty, and to have the Impreſſions of divine Things 
fixed deeper. This is what the moſt judicious and 
knowing Hearer cannot deny. The beſt and moſt 
perfect Chriſtians on Earth are not got above the Uſe 
of Inſtrudtion and Exhortation: They need a Re- 
membrancer, even with reſpect to thoſe Things which 


they know already ||. 


Lay aſide Hypocriſy and all ſiniſter Views, and hear 
our publick Leſſons with an honeſt Intention to know 
the Will of God, in order to do it. Without this, 
all our Labour will be in vain. Inſincerity is a falle 
Medium, through which it is impoſſible to ſee Things 
diſtinctly : It bribes the Judgment, and leads Men, 
into groſs Miſtakes, even in the plaineſt and moſt 
obvious Matters. To make any conſiderable Profi- 
ciency in divine Knowledge, the Eye of the Mind 
muſt be /ngle, clear and open, to receive the Beams 
of divine Light; the Will muſt be di/intereſted, free, 
and unbiaſſed with Paſſion, diſpoſed to feel the com- 
manding Force of Truth; the /piritual Senſe mult 
be quick, and exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual Objects; 
the Heart and Conſcience muſt be tender, and ſuſcep- 
tible of religious Impreſſions. Again, 

Let me exhort you to hear with an honeſt and 
particular Application. The Neglect of this is the 
et Reaſon, why People generally profit ſo little 

y the beſt Inſtructions. It is not ſo much a heed- 
leſs Inattention in our Hearers ; it is not ſo much the 


; & Defect 


§ Luke viii, 15. 2 Pet. i. 12. 
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(1 
Defect of Knowledge, or of Faith, as the want of an 
honeſt Application, that hinders their Improvement. 
We may obſerve them liſtening with a ſenſible Plea- 
ſure, and receiving the Word with Joy; we may hear 
them commend a good Diſcourſe, and applaud the 
Speaker, and yet they are never a whit the better. 
The charitable Den of the ſincere Teacher is mi- 
ſerably diſappointed ; the great End of the Inſtruc- 
tion is quite loft, becauſe People put it off, as not 
belonging to them. They will readily enough ap- 
ply it to others, but ſeldom reflect that it is calcula- 
ted for, and may be highly uſeful to themſelves.---- 
Beware of this fatal Miſtake. Look upon the Preacher 
as ſpeaking to each of you by Name: Look upon what 
is delivered as a Meſſage to every particular Perſon 
in the Aſſembly. (Indeed the Subject of our Diſ- 
courſes is, for moſt Part, of an univerſal Concern.) 
When you hear a Vice condemned, of which Con- 
ſcience tells you that you are guilty, preſently apply, 
and ſay, O my Soul, thou art the Man. This is 
“a Reproof and Warning directed to thee.** When 
you hear a Duty recommended and enforced, ſay to 
yourſelves, each of you, This Advice is given to 
eme in particular; conſider, O my Soul, the Im- 
<« portance of it; weigh the Sanction; obſerve the 
% Promiſe on the one Hand, and attend to the aw- 
ful Threatning on the other.“ ----- Such an Appli- 
cation is the Way to great Improvement. 


Let me add, that the good Inſtructions you hear 
ſhould be carefully hid in your Hearts *; they ſhould 


be treaſured up in your Memory for future Uſe : 


An ineſtimable Treaſure, indeed, they are ; how 
rich! how happy! the Soul who poſſeſſes it, and 
knows how to improve it. You muſt not be for- 
getful Hearers of the Word: Its important Truths 
ſhould often be the Subject of your Meditation, and the 
Entertainment of your Minds, in their ſolitary * 

| This 


® Pl, cxix, 11. 
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T bis will fix their Impreſſions, and make them laſt- : 
ing. Hereby they will be converted into the ſpiritu- 


al Food and Nouriſoment of the Soul, and become 
its very Habit and Temper. Ina Word, 


You muſt reduce into Practice what you hear. - 


You muſt be Doers of the Word, and not Hearers 
only *, Religion is not an empty Amuſement, an airy 
Speculation ; no, it is a practical Thing, the Guide 
and Director of Life, the Spring and Principle of 
Action. A right Practice is the proper Fruit of 
good Doctrine, and the tiltimate End of all our pu- 
blick Leſſons. For the Sake of this we teach and 
you Hear; without this, all our Labour 1s loſt. 


Great Knowledge, found Principles, a noiſy Profeſſi- 


on, a flaming Zeal, without a good Life, ſignify no- 
thing; all is but like a ſounding Braſs and tinkling 
Cymbal. If you know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye 
1 them T. He who heareth the Sayings of our 


Saviour, and doth them not, is like the fooliſh Man, 


who built his Houſe upon the Sand d. All his Hopes 
of Salvation are vain and groundleſs; like the Spi- 
der's Web ; like the giving up of the Ghoſt. ---- Be 
perſuaded then, my Brethren, to act a wiſe Part: 
- Conſult your own Happineſs; hear the Word of God, 
and keep it . And how will it animate and encou- 
rage your Teachers, to obſerve your Progreſs in uſe- 
ful Knowledge, and the Advances you make in a 
good Life! With what inward Pleaſure will they re- 
flect, that they have not run in vain, or ſpent their 
8 trength for nought 1 This, indeed, is the beſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial Return for all their laborious Service 
on your Account : This is infinitely more to a faith- 
ful Miniſter, than all your empty Praiſes, or even, 
than any temporal Encouragement and Reward you 

can give him. | 
To conclude, let us all heartily join in the pious 
Prayer of the Pſalmiſt. Let thy Priefis, O Lord, 
be 


Jam. i, 22. + John xiii, 7, § Mat. vii. 26. || Luke xi, 28. 
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be cloathed with RIGHTEOUSNESS, and let thy Saints 
ſhout for Foy *. May all the Miniſters of Jeſus io 
live and teach, and may all People ſo hear and Tits x 
prove, as they may mutually concur in advanemg 
the great End of Chriſtianity here on Earth; an 
finally may become joint Poſleſſors of immortal Bliſs» M 
in Heaven. | 

And, unto this Happineſs, may God, of 8 in⸗ 
finite Mercy, bring us all, through Jeſus Chriſt; 
Amen. 

* Pſal, cxxxii. 9. 
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